
Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel:  

RESOLUTION 2018-57
A RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE FISHING CREEK SETTLEMENT DREDGE PROJECT AUTHORIZED AND FUNDED BY ORDINANCE 2014-276-E, RELATING TO A SETTLEMENT AND LIMITED RELEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN REA AND PATRICIA ALTWATER, MARIE E. COOK, AND MULTIPLE OTHER PROPERTY OWNERS ALONG FISHING CREEK (COLLECTIVELY “PLAINTIFFS”) AND THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, SEA TECH MARINE INT’L, INC., DELL MARINE, LLC AND PROSSER HALLOCK, INC. (“AGREEMENT”); EXPRESSING INTENT TO USE THE UNIFORM METHOD FOR COLLECTING NON-AD VALOREM SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS TO DEFRAY THE FISHING CREEK SETTLEMENT DREDGE PROJECT COSTS AS AUTHORIZED BY SECTION 197.3632, FLA. STAT.; SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

WHEREAS, 
by Ordinance 2014-276-E, the City Council approved and authorized the Mayor and Corporate Secretary to execute and deliver for and on behalf of the City, the Settlement and Limited Release Agreement between Rea and Patricia Altwater, Marie E. Cook, and Multiple other property owners along Fishing Creek (collectively “Plaintiffs”), the City of Jacksonville,  Sea Tech Marine Int’l, Inc., Dell Marine, LLC, and Prosser Hallock, Inc. (“Agreement” and on file) which provided that the City would advance the funding of up to $363,502.00 to cover all of the costs associated with the settlement dredge project benefiting the Plaintiffs’ properties along Fishing Creek, including all costs associated with permits, construction, supervision, surveying, legal costs and attorney’s fees incurred by Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs’ counsel(collectively the “Project Costs”); and


WHEREAS, the Project Costs are to reimbursed to the City over a period of five years by non-ad valorem special assessments (the “Assessments”) levied and imposed against the 60 benefited properties owned by the Plaintiffs after notice and hearing as required by law, with the Assessments to be collected pursuant to the Uniform Method by the Tax Collector as authorized by section 197.3632, Fla. Stat.; and,  

WHEREAS, the settlement dredge project was completed in November 2015 and the 60 properties owned by Plaintiffs were benefitted by the dredging; and


WHEREAS, the City expended $363,502 on the Project Costs and the Plaintiffs agreed to pay 33.33% of the total Project Costs; and

WHEREAS, the settlement dredge project has been completed and the final Project Costs will be certified by the Council Auditor’s Office for certification of a non-ad valorem roll to the Tax Collector; and 

WHEREAS, in order for the Assessments to be collected by the Uniform Method on the November 2018 Tax Notice, section 197.3632(3), Fla. Stat., requires that a resolution to such effect be adopted at a public hearing held prior to March 1, 2018, as agreed to by the Property Appraiser’s Office and the Tax Collector’s Office, with such hearing noticed in compliance therewith for four (4) consecutive weeks prior; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1. Expressing Intent to Use Uniform Tax Notice Method of Collection.  The Assessments levied and imposed pursuant to the Settlement Agreement and authorized by Ordinance 2014-276-E are to be collected using the Uniform Method by the Tax Collector on the November 2018 Tax Notice, as authorized and provided at section 197.3632(3), Fla. Stat.  The levy of the Assessments was needed in order to allow the City to provide the upfront Project Costs and will be imposed against those certain 60 benefitted properties legally described in Exhibit 1, attached hereto.     


Section 2.
 Setting Public Hearing.
A public hearing on this resolution shall be held by the City Council being advertised and conducted in compliance with section 197.3632(3), Fla. Stat., and all other applicable law.     


Section 3.
 Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

   /s/  Sondra R. Fetner____​___
Office of General Counsel
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